Press Release Survey launched to examine attitudes to life in residential care and nursing homes for older people

A new survey is launched today (Wednesday 9th January) with an article in Society Guardian to get a better understanding of what people value about life in a residential care home or nursing home. 

(http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2008/jan/09/longtermcare.socialcare)
For a long time it has been assumed that living in a home is second best, a perspective that may undermine those who live and work in homes. There is no doubt that there are thousands of people who enjoy life in a home and would rather be there than anywhere else. This survey, conducted by Roger Clough of Eskrigge Social Research
, is a start in trying to find out what people value about residential life.

This is the first stage in what is planned as a larger project. It is being undertaken without any funding so there are no resources to do anything other than a web based survey. Of course, that is not the best way to collect material from older people in homes but hopefully clues will emerge to help the planning of the larger project for which funding is being sought. (If you have suggestions for funding, please contact Roger Clough.)

The project aims to get a picture of what people value in residential life. So everyone who has an interest is welcome to write in but it is the views of older people and their relatives that are sought in particular. Survey is located on www.eskriggeresearch.co.uk/rescare
Extract from Society Guardian, 09.01.2008

Doubts and fears about life in a care home are to be seen wherever we look: in the ways that people talk of “ending up” in a care home or “putting people away”; in the guilt that relatives describe when someone moves to a home; in the stereotypes portrayed so casually on TV programmes; and in the policy directives that focus on the benefits of keeping people out of homes. At any one time in the UK around 450,000 older people live in residential care homes and nursing homes. Which means that a large proportion of the population will live and die in homes. Yet, typically, residential homes are thought to be inadequate. How has this state of affairs come about?

Further details

Contact Roger Clough: r.clough@lancaster.ac.uk; tel. 015242 22354

� Roger Clough is Professor Emeritus of Social Care, having retired from Lancaster University in 2002. He is also Director of Eskrigge Social Research. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eskriggeresearch.co.uk" ��www.eskriggeresearch.co.uk�) He has been involved in training, research and writing about residential care for over 35 years with his first book Old Age Homes published in 1981. Recently he was the lead researcher for the Commission for Social Care Inspection’s study of the restraint of older people.








